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Characters

BIG DRAMAS

Az1z - a young boy of the Scientists
present day

MRs AzzopArDI - his mother
CY O’ConNOR

BripGer O'CoNNoOR - CY
0’Connor’s daughter Politicians

ScIenTIsT 1
SCIENTIST 2
SCIENTIST 3

Six groups of characters, as SiR JOHN FORREST
follows. Have as many as you like
in each group. Some named

characters belong to each group.

Prospectors

HANNAN
BAYLEY
ForD

PROSPECTOR 1
PROSPECTOR 2
PROSPECTOR 3

BUILDER 2
BuiLDER 3

ABORIGINE 2

Setting

The action takes place in a fictional regional museum in the goldfields of
Western Australia. The stage is bare except for an antique wooden desk
chair for CY 0’Connor. It is as if the cast are part of dioramas and other
displays, dressed in period costumes and carrying appropriate props—
except, of course for Aziz and his mother.



Water Pressure

The WHOLE CAST is onstage, except for Az1z and his mother, MRS AZZOPARDI.
Everyone is dressed in costumes suitable for each character, and stand or sit
frozen in groups, as if they are photographs. CY O’CONNOR is sitting at the
front on one side. BRIDGET is standing behind him, one hand resting on one
of his shoulders. Az1z and MRS AZZOPARDI enter.

Az1z Look, Mum! Statues.
MRs AzzOPARDI Yes, dear.

[Az1z goes to touch one.]
MRs AzzOPARDI Don’t touch!

[Az1z goes over to CY NNOR.]
Az1z ’
MRs AzzOPARDI That's CY O’
Aziz

MRs AzzOPARDI I think. Come on, darling,

. I want to look at the

Az1z ipeline? And who’s the lady

BRIDGET Welcome to the Goldfields Museum. I'm Bridget,
idget O’Connor. This man, CY O’Connor, was my

ther.

[BRIDGET walks past the frozen groups, who turn
and silently exit as she has walked past them
during the next speech.]

BRIDGET We are the shadows of Australia’s history.
Remembered by some. For a while. We all drift into
history—protesters, scientists, politicians, builders
and people of all sorts who live and dream and die—
drifting into history.
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